
 

 
Spring 2019 Newsletter 

 
Revaluation Status 

 
As required by statute, the Town must certify their property assessments every five years. Since January 
the assessors from Commerford, Neider, and Perkins, LLC (CNP) have been out in Town completing their 
measuring and listing of all property in Town. Through the measure and list process our Assessors have 
identified changes to properties and have made those corrections and/or changes to reflect current 
assessing standards. The property value you are currently seeing on your taxbill is temporary and is not a 
reflection of your new value as established by the revaluation process.  
 
If a property owner was not home at the time of their visit, CNP will follow up with you to verify 
information and/or schedule an interior walk through. We highly encourage your cooperation with the 
interior walk through process – this verifies bathrooms, bedrooms, heating systems, condition of your 
house, etc. Accurate data ensures everyone gets a fair value and thus a fair tax bill.  
 
Once the data verification process and the sales analysis are complete, values will be established town 
wide. The new property values will be mailed to each property owner in August and a list of values will be 
posted at Town Hall. Included with your new assessment notification will be information for you, the 
property owner, on what process to take should you disagree with your new assessment or request 
additional information. It is important that those questions be directed to CNP; the staff at Bennington 
Town Hall will not have the information required to adequately answer your questions.  
 
At various times through the summer a representative from the Department of Revenue Administration 
may also visit properties throughout Town. Their purpose is to monitor the information collected by CNP. 
This representative will be wearing identification and may request to review the exterior as well as the 
interior of the property. 
 
As part of the five-year cycle to revalue properties in Town, the Town is also taking this opportunity to re-
qualify our Current Use properties and re-qualify our property owners receiving Elderly Exemptions and/or 
Veteran’s Tax Credits. In mid-June those property owners will start to receive communications from Town 
Hall with pertinent information and requirements to re-qualify these benefits. 
 
 

Volunteers Needed 
 

The more we give, the happier we feel. Volunteering increases self-confidence. You are doing good for 
others and the community, which provides a natural sense of accomplishment. Your role as a volunteer can 
also give you a sense of pride and identity. Volunteers are needed on our Planning Board, Zoning Board, 
Conservation Commission, Recreation Committee, roadside cleanup, and maintenance of the Town’s 
gardens. Please call Town Hall or email klaplante@townofbennington.com if you are interested. 
 
 

mailto:klaplante@townofbennington.com


Donation of Equipment Makes New Replacement Cruiser Possible 
 
In early March the Town's 2013 Ford Explorer Cruiser experienced a catastrophic mechanical failure that 
was more costly to repair than the value and useful life remaining for the vehicle. With the quick assistance 
of Keith Nason, President/CEO of Global Public Safety, LLC, the Town had a new cruiser on order within 
days. Keith is a long-time resident of Town, Assistant Fire Chief, and Emergency Management Director. To 
simply put it - Keith is an invaluable asset to us all directly and indirectly. 
 
Keith was not only instrumental in the acquisition of the vehicle, but also put together an offer to up-fit and 
equip the vehicle that was too good to pass up. Keith worked closely with Police Chief Bret Sullivan to 
ensure the vehicle we would take delivery of was a good fit for the officers and our Community. The new 
cruiser has been in service since late April. It has all the bells and whistles for lighting and safety features – 
at a cost at least 70% below market price; taxpayers did not pay market price for the cost of these extra 
features. Thank you, Keith! Your investment in your community will not go unnoticed. 
 
 

Conservation Commission 
 

The Conservation Commission held their Annual Earth Day Clean-up on Saturday, May 4th. The Commission 
put on a wonderful breakfast at the VFW and even more came out to clean the litter from the roadsides. 
The Commission would like to thank the Steve and Linda Willette family for their incredible work in raking 
all the trails in the Bruce Edes Forest. Now that the trails are in excellent shape they encourage everyone to 
use the forest to check out all the wild flowers and relax on the benches watching the river flow by. 
 
On Saturday, June 29th the Conservation Commission will hold its Annual Contoocook River Paddle. The 
River is probably the Town’s best known natural resource and we should enjoy it! This annual canoe/kayak 
event allows participants to appreciate the river fully with a community paddle. Everyone is invited to join 
in. Bring your canoe or kayak, sunscreen, bug spray, and a snack and meet at the Monadnock Paper Mills 
parking lot at 9:00 a.m. The paddle takes about two and a half hours and culminates at the steel bridge on 
North Bennington Road. Arrangements are in place to coordinate transporting people and their boats back 
to the starting point at the conclusion of the paddle. 
 
The Commission is looking for new members. Specifically, the Commission would like to encourage young 
people and women to join us to help us strike a better balance for our community. If you are interested in 
the outdoors and Town history, contact the Commission through the Town Hall or stop by one of their 
monthly meetings. The Conservation Commission meets the third Thursday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at 
the VFW (at Town Hall during the winter months). 
 

Historical Society Fundraiser 
 

Thanks to voter approval to accept the gift of a 1.9 acre parcel of land on Main Street from Cold Springs 
Land Trust for parking and to enjoy public functions, the Historical Society is in the planning stages of 
building a gazebo at the corner of Main Street and Greenfield Road (Route 31). One of the phases of this 
project is to have a brick walkway and surround the gazebo with brick. Each commemorative brick can be 
inscribed as desired by the purchaser. The cost of each brick is $50; there is a maximum of 17 characters per 
line and three lines are available. For more information please contact Sandy Cleary at 588-2343 or the 
Historical Society at 588-4871.  
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Fire Department Members Needed; Burn Permits Required 
 

Scientists, maintenance workers, company presidents, communications and equipment installers, 
plumbers, laborers. What do all these trades have in common? They are the jobs of many of the members 
of your Fire Department. Members are needed to help fill out the qualified ranks of firefighters, EMT, and 
the volunteer Auxiliary (non-emergency support staff). If you are interested in becoming a member or you 
have an interest in emergency services, please stop by the Fire Station at 8 School Street most Sunday 
mornings from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. or call Assistant Fire Chief Keith Nason at 731-7485. No previous 
experience is required; the Fire Department will pay for required trainings.  
 
Please remember that if you would like to burn brush, a burn permit is required. To obtain a fire permit 
please contact Matt Hall at 831-3636 or Kristie at Town Hall at 588-2189 or go online to 

https://nhdflweb.sovsportsnet.net/ 
 
 

Dodge Library Happenings 
 

“A Universe of Stories!” is the theme of the 2019 Summer Reading Program. Enjoy five FULL weeks of 
stories, crafts, programs, games, and field trips July 1st through August 2nd at the GEP Dodge Library. 
Registration begin Monday, June 10th and continues straight through until the Reading Program starts July 
1st. Help us kick-off the Summer Reading Program with Vibraphonist Rich Araladi on Monday, June 10th at 
1:00 p.m. at Pierce School.  
 
GEP Talks! – The Library is sponsoring a series of monthly talks and demonstrations on the second Thursday 
of every month at 6:30 p.m. Every month a guest expert, friend, or neighbor will inform, demonstrate, 
explain, or teach a skill. Join us on June 13th at the VFW for Jodi & Dean Turner of Imagine that Honey!, a 
presentation on Pollinators and Raising Bees for Honey. Also, join us on July 11th at the Library for a 
Historical stroll through Bennington led by Michelle Stahl, Director for The Monadnock Center for History & 
Culture.  
 

From the Desk of the Town Clerk 
 
Dog Registrations – Although dogs cannot drive vehicles, did you know that they are required to be 
registered? If you have not registered your dog, please contact the Town Clerk’s Office by June 18th to 
avoid civil forfeiture fines ($25 per dog). Please bring proof of rabies vaccination at the time of registration.  
 
Hours – All Town Clerk services – motor vehicle registrations, dog registrations, Fish & Game services, vital 
records inquiries, registering to vote and other Town Clerk functions, are only available during Town Clerk 
office hours – Tuesday 9:00 a.m. to noon, Thursday 4:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., and Saturday 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. 

https://nhdflweb.sovsportsnet.net/


TOWN OF BENNINGTONS 
OFFICE HOURS 

588-2189 
 

Town Hall   Monday - Thursday 
    9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
 
Tax Collector   Available during Town Hall office hours 
 
Town Clerk   Tuesday 9:00 a.m. to noon 
    Thursday 4:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
    Saturday 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
 
Welfare Director  By appointment 
        

MEETING SCHEDULES 
 

Cemetery Trustees  Second Tuesday of each month at 6:45 p.m. 

Conservation Commission  Third Thursday of each month at 6:30 p.m. 

Energy Committee  First Wednesday of each month at 6:00 p.m. 

Library Trustees  Fourth Thursday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at the Library 

Planning Board  Second Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. 

Recreation Committee  As needed, with proper notice 

Selectmen  Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m. (effective 4/30/19) 

Trustees of Trust Funds  As needed, with proper notice 

Water/Sewer Commissioners  First Monday of each month at 4:30 p.m. 

Zoning Board of Adjustment  Third Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. 

 

LIBRARY HOURS 
588-6585 

 
   Monday 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

    Tuesday Noon - 6:00 p.m. 
    Thursday Noon - 8:00 p.m. 
    Friday  Noon - 5:00 p.m. 
    Sunday  4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
 

 

RECYCLING/TRANSFER STATION HOURS 
588-3407 

 

   Wednesday 1:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
    Saturday 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
    Sunday  10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
 


