
Shall Article XVII, Section 14 of the Bennington Zoning Ordinance, which reads as follows – 
 
Home Occupation   A use conducted wholly within the principal structure which is customarily 
incidental and clearly subordinate to the use of the dwelling for residential purposes; is 
conducted by or carried on under direction of the family in residence and does not employ more 
than the equivalent of four (4) full-time employees; provides for off-street parking; does not 
utilize more than one-third (1/3) of the square footage of the dwelling; and, involves no change 
in the outward appearance of the dwelling, excepting the appearance of one sign whose size and 
location shall be subject to the approval of the Zoning Board of Adjustment. Home occupations 
shall include professional offices, real estate or insurance offices, hairdressing, dressmaking, 
manufacturing of crafts or food products. 
 
-- be replaced with the following? 

 
Home Businesses 

a. A home business is allowed in any property zoned for residential use.  A home business is 
a for-profit or organizational activity which is clearly subordinate to the use of a property 
for residential purposes and is conducted by the family in residence.  

b. A home business shall conform to the following requirements: 

b.1   The home business must not meaningfully change the outward appearance of the 
home except for a single permanent sign of no more than 12 square feet in total area 
which may be located anywhere within the side setback limits of the property up to 
the edge of the roadway right-of-way and which must otherwise comply with sections 
B.1 through B.11 of Article IX of the Bennington Zoning Ordinance as it applies to 
businesses. 

b.2 It must comply with state and federal law regarding noise, pollution, and effluents 
such as excessive smoke, dust, and noxious odors.  It may not involve the keeping of 
bees or other venomous creatures with the exception of beekeeping in the 
Rural/Agricultural District as regulated by state law. 

b.3 It may involve the use of outbuildings such as garages, barns, sheds, or greenhouses, 
as well as open land on the property, but no more than one-third the floor space of 
the residence. 

b.4 It must not employ more than four people, including those domiciled within the 
residence, at any one time at the property. 

b.5 Adequate off-street parking must be provided for employees and for business visitors.  
If the home business allows visitors to arrive or depart after sunset, there must be 
adequate lighting for safe movement to and from the parking area(s). 

b.6 The property must conform to the Bennington Building Code and Fire Codes. 

Recommended by the Planning Board 


